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 FITCHBURG “ U.S. Representative John W. Olver (D-First District)                announced today that the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services                (HHS) has awarded the LUK Crisis Center, Inc., and their Central                Massachusetts Runaway Network, a $118,000 grant for their Basic                Center Program.              

This grant, awarded under HHS°s Administration for Families and                Children, will provide services to runaway and homeless youth.                 LUK, Inc., through their Basic Center Program, propose a comprehensive                set of services to populations of youth in the Central Massachusetts                Runaway Network.   The region°s drop-out rate, declining                poverty status and increased immigrant constituency created a compelling                argument for these competitive resources.  These resources                will ultimately aid at-risk youth and their families by enhancing                the services in 73 cities and towns served by the Network. 
                 
               œI am continue to be impressed by the consistent effort of the LUK                Crisis Center to improve the lives of youth in central Massachusetts.                 In the face of growing urbanization and adversity, this region has                secured many resources and come together to reinvest in its community,                particularly its young people,” Olver said.              

œI believe that the Network has made a real difference in the lives                of youth in this region.  Through the devoted staff at both                agencies, the goal to help homeless youth achieve self-sufficiency                and avoid long-term dependency on social services is within everyone°s                reach.  I am pleased to have supported this project as another                significant step towards achieving these goals,” Olver added.             
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